South Cheektowaga News
April 2009
Welcome to South Cheektowaga Baseball Association.  SCBA regularly publishes Newsletters such as this to allow all its members to be more informed regarding league news, policies and activities.

UMPIRES NEEDED!!

We are in need of a few additional teen and adult umpires to help us cover our 7 thru 12 year old age divisions.  Umpires can earn up to $22 per game depending on age division and game length.  If you are interested in making extra money over the course of the summer and are 13 or older, please call Grace Luterek (896-2844).  We can work around your schedule!

SCBA Day at the Bison’s

Get out your calendars because SCBA will once again be teaming up with the Buffalo Bison’s for a family fun day of baseball. Last year, all players and coaches were allowed on the field prior to the game and a great time was had by all that attended. This year’s game will be on Sunday June 7th at 1:05 pm against the Indianapolis Indians. Discounted tickets will be available to all SCBA players, families and friends. More details will be provided to all the managers in the upcoming weeks. 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2009
Below is a calendar of events listing important dates for this season.  Exact times and details will be made avail​able to you as the season progresses.

Your child will be contacted by his or her coach during the month of April.  Do not be concerned if your child is not con​tacted immediately.  By receiving this newsletter/e-mail, you can be assured your child has been placed on a team.

Due to time commitments of our managers and coaches, not every child will be contacted on the same day.  Please be patient if all of your children are not con​tacted at the same time.
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	              EVENT

SCBA Managers Meeting

Managers Contact Parents 

Manager Equipment Pickup

Practices Start

Umpire Meeting

Umpire Meeting

Game Schedules to Managers

Uniform Distribution to Managers  
Candy Sale Award Distribution               

Opening Day (Boys 5-12, Girls 5-12)

Team Pictures

Opening Day (Boys 13-20, Girls 13-20)

SCBA Day at the Bison’s

Season Ends

Travel Team Tournament Competitions

All Star Games

Equipment / Uniform Returns

SCBA League Picnic 
	    DATE

April 2nd
April 3rd – 12th
April 4th
April 7th – 30th

To be announced
To be announced
May 2nd   

May 2nd

May 2nd
May 9th

May 17th

June 6th

June 7th
July 4th – 18th
July 1st  – August 30th

July 14th  – July 20th 

To be announced
August 1st


EQUIPMENT

SCBA provides most of the equipment your child will need to participate this year.  This includes bats, balls, helmets and catchers' equipment.  However, there are other items of equipment that you are required to provide.

All participants must provide their own Baseball/Softball glove.  For the parents of players who will be purchasing a glove for the first time:  Teeball games use a RIF baseball and Baseball games use a regulation baseball.  Softball games use a regulation softball.  Purchase a glove made for the correct type of ball.  Most inexpensive plastic gloves will not withstand the use of a regulation ball.  Most softball gloves will not withstand the use of a baseball.  If you are not sure what type of glove to purchase, consult a qualified sporting goods store representative.

Required footwear: Sneakers or rubber spiked sport shoes are required for all ages.  No other forms of footwear are allowed.  Use of metal spikes are permitted in boys 13 through 20 Baseball divisions only. 

League Rules require all boys Baseball participants (ages 7 and up) to wear a protective cup during all games and practices.  Please be sure you purchase this equipment prior to your child participating in his first practice.

Many parents have asked if they could provide equipment for their child to use in place of the equipment pro​vided by the league.  If you decide to pur​chase equipment such as bats, catchers' gloves, etc. on your own, it may be used in league play as long as it meets the following requirements:  (1) It is approved equipment of, or meets the requirements of, a major sporting organization (i.e., Little League, Babe Ruth, ASA, etc.).  Most equipment provided by major sporting goods companies meet this requirement.  If you are unsure, bring it to the attention of your child's coach who can then bring it to the attention of the organization.  (2) The equipment is designated for use in the type of game your child is participating in.  For example, use of softball bats in baseball or teeball is not permitted.  (3) Equipment comes in many sizes.  The equipment size should be appropriate for the child who will use it.  (4) Equipment must be in good working order.  Use of broken or incorrectly repaired equipment is not permitted.

IMPORTANT NOTE REGARDING BAT RESTRICTIONS:  SCBA restricts bat barrel sizes in Teeball and the 7-8 and 9-10 Baseball divisions to the smaller barrel (2 ¼”) only.  Use of ‘big barrel’ (larger than 2 ¼” barrel) bats is prohibited. At this time, SCBA has no restrictions on bat sizes in any other division other than those provided in the official baseball and softball rule books.  For those of you purchasing bats for your children to be used in High School league play, those bats fall within our guidelines for use in our organization.


YOUR CHILD'S SAFETY

The safety of your child is of utmost concern to our organization.  As a result, SCBA provides several items of equipment that are for the protection of your child.  Items such as helmets, catchers' equipment, etc., are provided to hopefully reduce the risk of injury to your child.  In addition, many league rules are also in place to reduce this risk.
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Baseball is a sport like any other.  No matter how con​trolled the envi​ronment, accidents will happen.

The safety of your child begins with you as parents.  There are many items of safety that only you as parents can enforce.  For example, your child wearing a protective cup during practices and games cannot be easily detected by anyone other than you.

Other items that are the responsibility of you as a parent include:  (1) PROPER EYE WEAR -- If your child has sight problems, protective glasses approved for sport use should be used.  (2) PROPER CLOTHING -- SCBA provides uniforms for use during all games.  Clothing for practices is your responsibility.  In general, wearing of shorts or tight, restrictive clothing is not recommended.  (3) EXTRANEOUS ITEMS -- Wearing of jewelry, items in pockets or socks (such as keys, combs), etc., is not permitted.

There are many other safety equipment items available.  Items such as protective eye goggles, mouth guards, batting helmet shields, batting jackets, etc., are available from most major sporting goods outlets.  SCBA recommends, but does not require, the use of these items.  If you as a parent feel your child needs this type of protection, you are expected to provide it for them.


WANT TO KNOW WHAT’S HAPPENING?
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Want to know current standings, game scores or read game highlights? Need to get in touch with us? Lost your schedule? Need to check the date and time of a rescheduled rainout? Visit our web site at www.southcheektowaga.org.

Highlights and standings will be posted weekly throughout the season.
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