Boys 7-8 Baseball

AUTONUM
Game will be played on a 65 foot diamond with a 45 foot pitching mound.

AUTONUM
10 players will constitute a team.

AUTONUM
Infielders must play behind the pitcher until the ball is hit. No infielder (excluding the catcher) is allowed to stand closer to the batter than the pitcher.

AUTONUM
Defensive team must use 4 outfielders. All must be positioned at appropriate and a equal depth on the outfield grass. No short fielder will be allowed.
AUTONUM
A regular game will consist of  6 innings unless the time limit is reached first.  However, extra innings must be played to break a tie in the event the time limit has not been reached.

AUTONUM
Protective cups are required by all players.  Any player not wearing one will not be allowed to play.

AUTONUM
In the event that the league cannot provide an umpire, each manager will agree to select one umpire from the spectators.

AUTONUM
No base stealing.  Runners may advance after tagging on a fly ball.

AUTONUM
Base runners cannot leave the base until the ball is hit.  A runner who leaves early will be called out and the ball will be dead.

AUTONUM
Runners who leave the base when the batter does not make contact with the ball will be called out.

AUTONUM
The same player may not appear in the player-pitcher and first base position for a combined total of more than two innings per game.

AUTONUM
There will be no base advancement on a wild pitch.

AUTONUM
Balks will not be called.

AUTONUM
There will be free substitution of all players including the pitcher-coach.

AUTONUM
Catchers must wear full equipment including mask, chest protector and shin guards. Catchers must wear a helmet and throat protector.

AUTONUM
Catchers may not talk to batters.

AUTONUM
An inning will consist of 9 batters, regardless of the number of outs made.  In the event that a team is playing with only 8 players, 8 batters will constitute an inning for that team only.

AUTONUM
There is no dropped third strike rule.

AUTONUM
There is no infield fly rule.

AUTONUM
Bunting is NOT allowed.  Intentional bunting will be an automatic out.

AUTONUM
Circle around pitchers mound will be approximately 12 feet in diameter.  Both player-pitcher and pitcher-coach must be within the pitchers circle until the ball is pitched.

AUTONUM
Pitcher-coach must deliver pitches while standing directly in line with pitchers mound and home plate somewhere within the pitchers circle.  Player-pitcher may stand to either side of pitcher-coach but not directly behind pitcher-coach.

AUTONUM
Play will be stopped immediately once the ball is thrown to and in the possession (in the hand or glove of the player-pitcher) of the player-pitcher who is in the pitcher's circle or on the pitchers mound. Play will be stopped immediately once the ball is thrown and in possession ( in the hand or glove) of a defensive player attempting to make a play on a base runner while covering  the base. Ball is in play until then. This rule is in sole discretion of the umpire.
AUTONUM
It is the responsibility of the pitcher-coach to verify all defensive players are ready before a pitch is made.

AUTONUM
Runners are awarded next base if the umpire determines the runner was half way or further and the next base is unoccupied when play was stopped.  If two runners occupy the same base when the play was stopped, the trailing runner will be moved backward to the previous base if it is unoccupied.   The lead runner will only be moved forward if the trailing runner cannot be moved backward.  If more than one runner is on base, each runner will be treated separately in determining their position when play was stopped.

AUTONUM
Pitcher-coach may not deliberately assist or interfere with the play of the defensive team.  Any deliberate interference will result in the batter being called out and all runners returning to their originally occupied base.

AUTONUM
Any batted ball that touches the pitcher-coach prior to it being played by any defensive player will result in the batter being called out and all runners returning to their originally occupied base.

AUTONUM
Any ball, once played by a defensive player, that accidentally touches the player-coach as a result of a deflection or errant throw will result in a dead ball being called.  No outs or other infractions will be enforced.  All runners will be awarded bases as in rule 25.

AUTONUM
Pitcher-coach may not assist base runners while play is in progress.  This includes shouting instructions of any kind. Pitcher-coach may assist batter or base runners once play has been stopped by player-pitcher or between pitches from pitcher-coach.

AUTONUM
An at-bat will consist of one hit, or 6 pitches, whichever comes first.

AUTONUM
Foul balls, unless caught by the defensive team for an out, will not be considered a hit.

AUTONUM
A foul ball on the last pitch to a batter will not be considered a pitch.  Batter will be allowed to continue his at bat.

AUTONUM
Any hit ball which results in the batter being called out or being safe at first base will be considered a hit.

AUTONUM
There will be no base on balls.  Batter will also not be awarded first base when hit by a pitch.

AUTONUM
All pitches from pitcher-coach must be over-hand pitches.  Under-hand pitching is not allowed.

AUTONUM
All pitches thrown by the pitcher-coach will count regardless of whether they are in the strike zone or not.

AUTONUM
There will be no strike outs.

AUTONUM
Defense will play the last batter as if there were two outs.  For example, no runs will score if the last out is made as the result of a force out.  All other two out baseball rules apply.

AUTONUM
One the last batter of the inning, if the defensive team chooses to immediately stop the play rather than make a play on the batter or a base runner, the runner who occupied third base at the time of the hit will be awarded home regardless of where he was in the base path. All other runners will be awarded bases as in rule 25.

AUTONUM
The ball must be returned to the player-pitcher or to a defensive player attempting to make a play at a base to end an inning if the last batter receives a base hit.

AUTONUM
Taunting of the defensive team by a base runner once all base runners have been controlled but prior to the ball being returned to the player-pitcher to stop the play will result in the umpire calling the play dead.  No runners may advance further than the base they occupied at the time the umpire ruled the ball dead as a result of a baserunner taunting.

AUTONUM
Bats used in this division cannot be more than 33” in length and not more than 2 1/4” in diameter.  If wooden, the bat must be at least 7/8” in diameter if less than 30” in length and at least 15/16” in diameter if 30” in length or greater.
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